To: The Research Director
Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee
Parliament House
BRISBANE QLD 4000
Email: lacsc@parliament.qgld.gov.au

From: John Frame
82 Main Avenue
Wavell Heights QLD 4012
Ph: 07 3350 1562 / 0409 501 561
Email: johnvframe@yahoo.com
Website: www.queerradio.org/AgeOfConsent.htm

Date: 12% July 2016

Re: Submission in support of the Health and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016

Attachments: 7 (view attachments list)

References: 8 (view list)

| fully support the Queensland Palaszczuk Government in regard to amending the Criminal Code to
bring our laws into line with every other Australian State and Territory by ensuring true equity in the
age at which a person can consent to sexual activity. It is also vital to remove the deliberately
offensive term i s onayoo .

| agree with the Health Minister that this is vital for the safety, health and equitable treatment of all
youth.

Since early 2000 | have been in constant communication with a broad range of community
organisations and health and legal services in coordinating lobbying of the Queensland
Government and Opposition Leaders on this reform. For these past 16 years | have owned and
maintained a website which acts as a public resource of information, legislation history and
references, media coverage, opinions and as a database for all correspondence regarding this
campaign:

http://www.queerradio.org/AgeOfConsent.htm

In this submission | offer 13 key points which are supported by online references and 7
attachments (as jpg images - each with hyperlinks to their online source documents). Among these
are written statements of support of this reform made by former High Court Justice Michael Kirby
AC CMG, QId Anti-Discrimination Commissioner Susan Booth and experienced Psychologist Paul
Martin, as well as by Qld AIDS Council Manager Paul Martin.
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| also provide some history of our Sodomy Law i including that it should never have been enacted
inthe firstplace, as the Governmento6s own October 1990
equal age of consent at 16. It has taken 26 years for this harmful and discriminatory law to finally

be in the process of being removed from the Criminal Code.

It is important to note that the Queensland Courts Bench Book instructsthati@ens ent 0 i s
allowed as a defense in Court when charged under Section 208 (th e A S 0o d o mYyouth. asevad )
risk of legal prosecution no matter how free or informed their choice, or how safely they have
engaged in anal intercourse.

An equal age of consent at 16 is vital for allowing all youth to experience equal protection and
benefit of the law without discrimination, regardless of their gender or their sexual orientation.

It is also vital for empowering all youth to have the self-esteem to fully value themselves and
others, by protecting their own sexual health, and also protecting their mental health to reduce the
risk of suicide or self-harm.

| will be happy to provide any further information you may require, and | look forward to the passing
of this Bill which will enable a safe and progressive future for Queensland youth.

Yours sincerely,

John Frame.

Reasons for Equal Age Of Consent Reform at 16 and Sodomy Law Reform in Queensland:

T (1) Since 2003 Queensland has been the only Australian State or Territory which does
not have a truly equal age of consent. The current law sets a minimum age of 16 for vaginal
intercourse, but also sets an unjustified higher age of 18 for "sodomy" - which is defined by the
Courts as carnal knowledge through anal intercourse. There is no supportable reason for anal
intercourse to be listed as a separate offence to carnal knowledge.

1 2) The current law stands in spite of the recommendation for true equality at 16 made
in the October 1990 "Parliamentary Criminal Justice Commission Report on Reforms In
Laws Related To Homosexuality". The all-party Committee was Chaired by Peter Beattie,
who included his personal written support for the majority Recommendation #7, that "THE AGE
OF CONSENT FOR HOMOSEXUAL ACTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF
SEXUAL EQUALITY AND ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BE THE SAME FOR MALES ASIT IS
FOR FEMALES, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE SEXUAL ACT IS HETEROSEXUAL
OR HOMOSE X (geelpage 49 of that Report 1 Attachment #1)
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T (3) The current law acts to impede the most effective delivery of vital safe sex

education to youth regarding anal intercourse - an activity which, without education for

proper protection, may be high risk for HIV infection.On 25t h May 2005 Mel bo
University (Dr Lynne Hillier et al) published an important report "Writing Themselves In Again”,

a national survey ofedl,vy74ie redearehersfouncethat tretcléar a c t
majority of same sex attracted youth are aware of their sexual attraction by age 16 (if not by

13); that they are sexually active at an earlier age than their heterosexual peers; that 70% had
engaged in penetrative sexual intercourse and that only 75% of 15-18 year olds had used
condoms in their last encounter. They also found that same sex attracted youth were 5 times as
likely to suffer a sexually transmitted infection as would the average high school student i

proving their higher risk of exposure to HIV and the drastic need to maximise effective safe sex
education.

T (4) Expert evidence was accepted in the Public Hearings for the 1990 PCJC Report
which debunks the argument thahamMmlheémasl ¢ eddadg
irrelevant when (as also shown in the 2005 La Trobe study) males nevertheless tend to

have sex at a younger age and with greater frequency than females. (see page 49 of that
Report_i_Attachment #1)

1 (5) The current law negatively affects the mental health of same sex attracted youth.
As per the 18™" November 2011 statement by Brisbane psychologist Paul Martin (Attachment
#4), he writes: il am a psychologist with over 25 years experience specialising in mental health
in LGBTI populations. | run a practice which sees many young same sex attracted people and
am actively involved in PFLAG where | spend much time with parents of same sex attracted
young people. | have worked with parents who have lost their child to suicide as a result of their
conflicts around being same sex attracted and young people who were close to dying as a
result of suicide attempts. These are extremely vulnerables e g ment s of Austr al |
population. Clinical and research evidence strongly suggests that the Queensland Sodomy
Law which sets a higher minimum age of 18 for anal intercourse not only exposes many of
them (any person who engages in anal intercourse) and any of their sexual partners to criminal
prosecution, but also causes psychological harm and increases risks of negative outcomes
including suicide. o

1 (6) Paul Martin (a different person to the psychologist quoted above), as Manager of the
Queensland AIDS Council (then known as Queensland Association for Healthy Communities)
issued a 3rd February 2005 press release (Attachment #5) declaring that "The current law
causes confusion amongst many in the community who believe that all sex between men is
illegal before the age of 18" said Paul R Martin of the Queensland AIDS Council. "We are
concerned that young people who are sexually active are reluctant to come forward to access
sexual health services and receive sex & relationships education for fear of being
prosecuted”. Mr Martin went on to say "There is no legitimate reason why the age at which
young men and women can have vaginal sex, which may result in child birth, should be any
different from the age at which people can legally have anal sex. The current law does nothing
to protect young people, on the contrary it criminalises young people who choose to have anal
sex".
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1 (7) Former High Court Justice the Hon. Michael Kirby AC CMG has stated in his support
for this reform (3" February 2010 - Attachment #2) that: iWe have no Bill of Rights or
constitutional principles to invoke to remove this vestige of outmoded discrimination. In
Australia, we must look to elected parliaments to do so. There is no apparent reason why the
Parliament of Queensland should adopt a different standard from that accepted by legislators
elsewhere in Australia. No special needs of Queenslanders apply. It is time that this last relic of
criminal legal discrimination was removed in Queensland. It is a hangover from earlier, ignorant
and prejudiced days. It exposes homosexual youth in Queensland to grave differential criminal
penalties; potential harassment; and impedes effective strategies to respond in Queensland to
the risks of HIV and AIDS in young people. All of the reasons given for the noteworthy decision
of the Indian judges apply here. What India and the rest of Australia have already done,
Queenslanders should now do by parliamentary action. It is a basic matter of equality of
citizenship.o

T (8) Queensland Anti-Discrimination Commissioner Susan Booth has declared that the
discriminatory unequal age of consent is in clear contravention of Article 26 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: As per her 25™ July 2005 letter to Hon
Premier Beattie and Hon Attorney-General Rod Welford (Attachment#3):A 1l n 1994 i n t
of Toonen V Australia, the United Nations Human Rights Committee ruled that the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

The older age limit for lawful sodomy in section 208 of the Criminal Code therefore constitutes a
discriminatory provision which breaches Article 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights. Other States and Territories have, since the decision in Toonen, repealed
similar discriminatory and homophobic | aws. 0

T (9) Atruly equal age of consent was recommended in the 2010 Australian Law Reform
Commi ssion Report AAaMatiivoWwWalolleageal Response (
See the ACommi ssions6 Viewso fr om Z2Atacknént#7pof 2 4
which24.49is:A The Commi ssi ons age af gogsert for sexiabotfendeshsbould

be set at 16 years of age. This is consistent with legislation in many jurisdictions and the

approach taken by MCCOC, which considered the issue at length and received numerous
submissions from a range of stakeholde r s. 100 The Commi ssionsod rec
that the age of consent for sexual activity should be made uniform both within and across
jurisdictions, and that no distinction be mad
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T (10) Equal age of consent reform is supported by various eminent

community organisations including Brisbane Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(PELAG), the Queensland AIDS Council (QUAC) and the federally funded Open Doors Youth
Service which specialises in the support of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender youth. In
Mid-October 2005 over twenty highly respected health and welfare community services groups
and organisations co-signed a letter to the Beattie Government which had been initiated by
PFLAG, QUAC and Open Doors (Attachment #6): fiWe believe that an unequal age of consent
creates confusion among professionals working with young people in relation to what
information and support they can provide to young people about sexual activity. Many people
also wrongly assume that all sexual activity between men is illegal until 18 years. An unequal
age of consent does not protect young people, in fact it makes them more vulnerable

to stigmatisation, low self worth, suicide and HIV transmission. Around 50% of young people
have had sex before they turn 17 and national research shows that same-sex attracted young
people are, on average, sexually active earlier than their heterosexual peers. In a survey of 15-
17 year old same-sex attracted men who access Open Doors, 94% of these men report that
they have had sex. We need laws that support young people to make informed choices about
sex, not to criminalise them for those choices. This is about equalising the law for consenting
sexual activity. It will in no way weaken the existing laws against sex with under age children

(i.e. 16), sex with people with learning disabilities, or sex against a person’s will.O

T (11)QueenslandLabor 6s of fi ci alSecBanl7.B af yhe Rubtwed andd r m (
Governance Chapter) has, since at least 2008, been: "7.9 Labor will ensure uniformity of age
among laws relating to the age of consent for lawful sexual activity;"

T (12) Since 1990 there has been one previous attempt by Government to equalise the

age of consent at 16. In 1995 Goss Labor passed the 1995 Re v i sed Cr i whicm a | C
included a truly equal age of consent at 16 1 however that Bill was repealed by the Borbidge

LNP Government when it gained control following the Mundingburra By-election. The LNP

reinstated the 1899 Code, and rewrote it to reflect their own principles i including changing the
terminol ogy under Smtcetricoonu r2s0e80 ftroo nm hiiea nnaolr ei s or
and doubling the penalties.

T (13) As from 15t July 2009, Federal law amendments have definedt hat HAcoupl e s
coupl eso r egar dldersnsall ardas exdegt marriage Rederal agencies tell

young same sex male couples that they are equal with other couples, however current

Queensland law defines them as potential criminals for their sexual activity.
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REFERENCES:

The 1990 PCJC Report on Reforms in laws Related to Homosexuality is at:

http://www.queerradio.org/PCJC law_reform report October 1990.pdf The section of the 1990 PCJC
Reportwhichdealswit h debunking the fAmal es mat u(seannkdahdegrdedar g
text as Attachment #1)

The 3@ October 2010 statement of opinion by former High Court Justice Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG
is stored on my site at:
http://www.queerradio.org/Hon Michael Kirby 3rdFebruary2010.pdf (Attachment # 2 as a jpg file)

The quote from the Qld Anti-Discrimination Commissioner Susan Booth is from her 15th July 2005 letter
to Attorney-General Rod Welford, which is stored on my site at:
http://www.queerradio.org/AOC150705 ADCQ.htm (Attachment #3 as jpg files)

The 18" November 2011 statement by psychologist Paul Martin is stored on my site at:
http://www.queerradio.org/Paul Martin CFHP support for equal age of consent reform.pdf (Attachment

#4)

The 3 February 2005 Media Release by Queensland AIDS Council Manager Paul Martin is stored on
my site at:

http://www.queerradio.org/QUAC Paul Martin_3rd Feb 2005 call to _equalise_sex laws.pdf (Attachment
#5 as a jpg file)

The complete original text (s ubpid-Odtaber 200yCoQ@Qmuhi®ds Tr oy
Services Groups letter to the Beattie Government is stored on my site at:

http://www.queerradio.org/AOC QuAC-Open_Doors-PFLAG Mid Oct 2005.htm (Attachment #6 as jpg

files)

TheAustralian Law Reform Commi s s i-ANatidghel hegal Resfiorsemi |y V
( ALRC Repo(ROX0)igdt:4) o

https://www.alrc.gov.au/sites/default/files/pdfs/publications/ALRC114 WholeReport.pdf (Pages 1141 and

1142 are Attachment #7 as jpg files)

The La Trobe University 2005 Research Report "Writing Themselves In Again: The 2nd national
report on the sexual health & well-being of same sex attracted young people in Australia" pdf file is
at:

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/arcshs/downloads/arcshs-research-publications/writing _themselves in_again.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS:

(1) Text (scanned and proofed) from page 49 of the October 1990 PCJC Report on
Reforms In Laws Relating To Homosexualityd e bunki ng t he fAmal e:
than femal eso argument

(2) 3" Feb 2010 statement by Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG (1 page as a jpg file)

(3) 15t July 2005 letter from ADCQ Commissioner Susan Booth to Attorney-General
Rod Welford (2 pages as jpg files)

(4) 18" November 2011 statement by psychologist Paul Martin (1 page as a jpg file)

(5) 3" February 2005 media release by Queensland AIDS Council Manager Paul
Martin (NB: a different person to the psychologist) (2 pages as jpg files)

(6) Mid-October 2005 Community Services group letter to the Beattie Government
which was co-signed by 20 organisations, including PFLAG, QUAC and Open Doors
Youth Service. (2 pages as jpg files)

S

(MAustralian Law Reform Commi s s i-ARNatidghalhenalt
Response (ALRC Report 114)0 (2010) pages 1141 and 1142 (2 pages as jpg files)
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Attachment #1:- Text (scanned and proofed) from page 49 of the October 1990 PCJC Report

on Reforms In Laws Relating To Homosexualityde bunki ng t he fimal es mat
f emal es 0 .RBrongacompleté copy of the original Report which is stored on my site at:
http://www.queerradio.org/PCJC _law_reform_report _October_1990.pdf

(1 page as a jpg file)
The Criminal JustOS / 2YYAAdaA2yQa LYTF2NNIGAZ2Y tFLISN LRAYyGA 2d

LG 62dAd R | O02NR 640K LINKHistddinaior&hat the ige af Sdasimt for malgsdzl
and females be the same irrespective of whether the sexual act is heterosexual or homo¥éasizrn

Australia is the only observed jurisdiction where the age of consent for homosexual acts is not the same &
F2N KSGSNRP&aSEdz £ | Qlladé ot2Ayid 2yS 2F GKS / NRA YA

In oral evidence before the Coniitee Psychologist Dr Gallois was asked:

G¢19 /1 !Lwa!bY 28 gSNB GFft1Ay3a o0STF2NB | o2dzi &SE
true that girls mature faster than boys. It we are talking about an age of congenit 16, 18 or whateug

but let us deal with 16what is your professional opinion? Is the age of consent at that sthgth have
obviously determined their sexual orientation, based on what you have said. Therefore, you would argue,
presumably, that there would be no difience then in terms of the age of consent?

Dr Gallois: | think that is what we would argue, and fairly strongly, particularly between boys and girls
mainly because the suggestion that we have heard at any rate is that boys mature more slowly physically.
which of course they do through childhood, and they reach puberty a little later. We are talking about age
13 or 14 now.

Therefore, they may be emotionally less mature. The evidence coming from the survey data on adolescer
and the vast majority of theseeople are heterosexual adolescents that boys start to have sexual

activity earlier in their teenage years and are more sexually active than girls and they are no more
emotionally involved in their sexual relationships than girls. They are morg tikélave more sexual

partners than girls at any given age through the teenage years and so forth. In the light of that to have a
higher age of consent for boys on the grounds that they are less sexually mature does not reflect their
behaviour. Their behawour is that they have more experience than girls. (Hansard: 69)

RECOMMENDATION 7. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE AGE OF CONSENT FOR HOM
ACTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF SEXUAL EQUALIDYSSRIMANATION BE THE
SAME FOR MALES &3S FOR FEMALES, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE SEXUAL ACT IS HETE
ORHOMOSEXUAL¢ | L{ twLb/Lt[9 L{ ILDI[LDI¢95 Lb thLbg¢
REPORT.)
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Attachment #2:- the 3@ Feb 2010 statement by Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG. Stored on my site
at:

www.queerradio.org/Hon Michael Kirby 3rdFebruary2010.pdf

(1 page as a jpg file)
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The Hon. Michael D. Kirby AC CMG

3 February 2010.

UNEQUAL LAWS AFFECTING HOMOSEXUAL CITIZENS IN
QUEENSLAND

In July 2009, an important decision was delivered by the High Court of Delhi, India,
declaring that provisions of the /ndian Penal Code as they affected homosexual
citizens in India were unconstitutional. The basis of the decision was the principle of
the Indian Constitution which was held to require equal treatment of all citizens,
including gays.

The Queensland Criminal Code, like the Indian Code, was drafted in the 19"
century. Originally, it too contained laws of the kind struck down in India. Most of
these laws have already been reformed and repealed in Australia by parliamentary
action.

However, Section 208 of the Queensland Code remains. It imposes a penalty of up
to 14 years imprisonment for anal intercourse (“sodomy”), even where occurring by
consent and in private. Elsewhere in Australia, the discriminatory age of consent for
homosexual and heterosexual offences of this kind has now been repealed, and a
common age of consent of 16 years accepted. But this is not the case in
Queensland. There, a different minimum age of 18 years for gays remains in force.

We have no Bill of Rights or constitutional principles to invoke to remove this vestige
of outmoded discrimination. In Australia, we must look to elected parliaments to do
so. There is no apparent reason why the Parliament of Queensland should adopt a
different standard from that accepted by legislators elsewhere in Australia. No
special needs of Queenslanders apply.

It is time that this last relic of criminal legal discrimination was removed in
Queensland. It is a hangover from earlier, ignorant and prejudiced days. It exposes
homosexual youth in Queensland to grave differential criminal penalties; potential
harassment; and impedes effective strategies to respond in Queensland to the risks
of HIV and AIDS in young people. All of the reasons given for the noteworthy
decision of the Indian judges apply here. What India and the rest of Australia have
already done, Queenslanders should now do by parliamentary action. It is a basic
matter of equality of citizenship.

Level 7, 195 Macquarie Strect Telephone: +61 2 9231 5800
Sydney NSW 2000 Australia Facsimile: +61 29231 5811
Website: www.michaelkirby.com.au E-mail: mail@michaelkirby.com.au



Attachment #3:- 15" July 2005 letter from ADCQ Commissioner Susan Booth to Attorney-
General Rod Welford and Premier Peter Beattie (2 pages). Stored on my site at:
www.queerradio.org/AOC150705_ADCQ.htm

(2 pages as jpg files)
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Our Ref: E/0009

/S~ July 2005

The Honourable Rod Welford MP
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice
GPO Box 149

BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Attorney-General

DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEXUALITY — QUEENSLAND'S
SODOMY LAWS

| write in support of various community organisations and individuals who are seeking the
repeal of Queensland's Sodomy laws.

The provisions of the Criminal Code which impose different minimum ages at which persons
can lawfully participate in sexual intercourse are inconsistent with the objects of the Anti-
Discrimination Act 1991.

The real effect of the Code that makes vaginal intercourse unlawful for a person aged under
16 years, and anal intercourse unlawful for a person aged under 18 years is to treat
homosexual males differently to heterosexual males and females. It therefore discriminates
on the basis of sexuality.

These provisions of the Criminal Code are inconsistent with the object of the Anti-
Discrimination Act 1991 to promote equality for everyone and protect them from unfair
discrimination, and the premise upon which the legislation was enacted, namely, that
everyone should be equal before and under the law and have the right to equal protection
and equal benefit of the law without discrimination.

In 1994, in the case of Toonen v Australia, the United Nations Human Rights Committee
ruled that the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation. The older age limit for lawful sodomy in section 208 of the
Criminal Code therefore constitutes a discriminatory provision which breaches Article 26 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Other States and Territories have,
since the decision in Toonen, repealed similar discriminatory and homophobic laws.

As well, the statistics recently released by Queensland Health and the research of
Melbourne's La Trobe University indicate that homosexual males under the age of 18 are
sexually active, many are not practicing safe sex, with an increased incidence of HIV
infection. Queensland's sodomy laws essentially criminalise the consenting sexual activity of
16 and 17 year old same sex attracted youth. With now clear evidence of increasing risk of
infection in this age group, a law which criminalises their sexual activity (but not their straight
friends) should be repealed. Any law that may contribute to an unwillingness to disclose that
they are members of this high risk group should be repealed on health grounds alone.

Telephone: 1300 130 670 (Starewide)  Teletypewniter; 1300 130 680 (Stutewide)
Wehsite: wwwadeqgld.goviau e-mail: info@ adeq.qld.goviau
Brisbane: Level 1, 189 Cotonation Drive, PO Box 2122, Milton Q 4064. DX 44037 Fax: (07) 3247 0960
Rockhampton: Ist Floot, James Larcombe Place. 200 Bolsover Street, PO Bax 1390, Rockhampton Q4700. DX 41168 Fax: (07) 4938 4459
Townsville: Level 2, 5t James Place, 155-157 Denham Streer, Townsville Q 4810, DX 41421 Fax: (07) 4799 7021
Cairns: McLeod Chambers, 78 Spence Street, PO Box 4699, Caims Q 4870, DX 41346 Fax: (07) 4039 8609

ABN: 96 013 985 953



The research provides a clear message. It is now imperative that Queensland remove the
age difference for lawful heterosexual and homosexual sex between consenting sexual
partners.

These legislative changes will ensure that Queensland law is consistent with the International
Covenant and local discrimination law, it will reflect contemporary realities of society, and
assist in addressing the increase in HIV infections.

Yours sincerely

. %u/‘ e
SUSAN BOOTH
Anti-Discrimination Commissioner Queensiand

cc The Honourable Peter Beattie MP
Premier and Minister for Trade
PO Box 15185
CITY EAST QLD 4002

cc Mr John Frame
82 Main Avenue
WAVELL HEIGHTS QLD 4012

c.c. Action Reform Change Queensland
PO Box 3142
South Brisbane Business Centre Qld 4101



Attachment #4:- 18" November 2011 statement by psychologist Paul Martin. As stored on my
site at: www.queerradio.org/Paul_Martin_ CFHP_support_for_equal_age_of consent_reform.pdf

(1 page as a jpg file)
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A statement of support for equal age of consent reform in Queensland

by Paul Martin, Principal Psychologist, Centre for Human Potential, Brisbane

18" November 2011

Paul Martin Principal Psychologist
Centre for Human Potential
www.cfhp.com.au

Level 9/243 Edward Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

GPO Box 1492

BRISBANE QLD 4001

P:07 3211 1117

F: 07 3211 9689

M: 0419 0055 55

(click here for a fullsize 3mb publicity photo)

| am a psychologist with over 25 years experience specializing in mental health in LGBTI populations.
| run a practice which sees many young same sex attracted people and am actively involved in
PFLAG where | spend much time with parents of same sex attracted young people. | have worked
with parents who have lost their child to suicide as a result of their conflicts around being same sex
attracted and young people who were close to dying as a result of suicide attempts. These are
extremely vulnerable segments of Australia’s young population. Clinical and research evidence
strongly suggests that the Queensland Sodomy Law which sets a higher minimum age of 18 for anal
intercourse not only exposes many of them (any person who engages in anal intercourse) and any of
their sexual partners to criminal prosecution, but also causes psychological harm and increases risks
of negative outcomes including suicide.

The mental health statistics for same sex attracted youth are alarming and they are at much higher
risk of negative mental and physical health outcomes. This includes that 64% of young men and 23%
of young women who are same sex attracted had harmed themselves or had mentioned thinking
about or attempting suicide (Hillier, Turner, & Mitchell, 2005).

The mental health issues of young same sex attracted people are primarily a result of negative beliefs
that are absorbed from a young age regarding what it means to be gay or lesbian. This is reinforced in
the school yard including the worst thing to be called is a ‘faggot’. The negative psychological impact
of bullying, and/or the adverse mental health outcomes of pretending to be heterosexual to prevent
bullying and social exclusion has been widely documented. The negative outcomes of these beliefs
can include substance abuse, suicidality, depression, anxiety, self harm and other self destructive
behaviours.

When young same sex attracted people hear homophobic remarks from community leaders or are
aware of inequities in the law that favours heterosexuals, this confirms and reinforces these negative
beliefs. | had a young person in my practice recently who was very close to dying after a suicide
attempt. He stated that when he heard the Prime Minister of our country say that marriage should only
be between a man and a woman, he “realized that all of his negative beliefs about gay relationships
were true”, and that his future was bleak and he then concluded: “what’s the point.”

The evidence is therefore clear, that a law which specifically targets and discriminates against same
sex attracted youth, such as the Sodomy law, sends a very clear message that they are not equal, are
not valued, are at risk of a criminal offense, and are therefore defective. This confirms their
internalized homophobia and this causes psychological damage.

Whilst the Premier’s ‘It Gets Better’ video would have had a positive impact on the mental health of
some same sex attracted youth, the impact may be largely negated by her refusal to change
discrimination in the Sodomy Law. This law quite clearly causes psychological harm and it is
imperative that our Premier acts urgently to change this for the sake of the most vulnerable youth in



Attachment #5:- 3 February 2005 media release by Queensland AIDS Council Manager Paul
Martin (NB: a different person to the psychologist). As stored on my site at:
www.queerradio.org/QUAC_Paul_Martin_3rd_Feb_2005_call_to_equalise_sex_laws.pdf

(1 page as a jpg file)
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